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No.  1.   Official  Statement by  Sublime Porte Relative  to  Turkey's
Entrance into the World War.1
November 14, 1914.
REFERENCE.—International Law Documents, Naval War College,
1917, page 219. Translated from the Corriere della Sera, November
16, 1914.
England complains that Turkey, without any preliminary notice,
bought two warships from Germany. It should be borne in mind,
however, that before war was declared the English Government ordered
the seizure of two dreadnoughts that were being built for Turkey in
British yards, and that one of these dreadnoughts, the Sultan Osman,
was seized half an hour before the appointed time when the Turkish
flag was to have been raised over the ship j and that finally no indemnity
was paid for these confiscations.
It is natural, therefore, that Turkey, finding itself deprived of the
two warships that were considered indispensable for the defense of the
Empire, hastened to remedy the loss by acquiring the two ships
offered in a friendly spirit by the German Government.
England complains of the closing of the Dardanelles. But the
responsibility for this act falls on the British Government, as will
appear from the following reasons, which determined the Turkish
Government to take the final decision: In spite of the neutrality of
Turkey, England, under the pretext that German officers were serving
on Turkish ships, declared officially that Turkish war vessels would
be considered as hostile craft, and would be attacked by the British
fleet anchored at the entrance of the Straits.
a"Amsterdam, Nov. 13, 1914. A telegram from Constantinople receive!
here via Berlin states that the Porte has published an waa^ containing
Turkey's declaration of war against the allied powers—Renter." (Times,
Nov. 14, 1914.)

